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PRIDE IN BRECKLAND UPDATE 
 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report it to provide an update and overview of the Pride in 
Breckland campaign. 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Breckland Partnership Board: 
 
2.1    Note the contents of the report. 

 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Background 

3.1.1 The Pride in Breckland campaign is a key delivery vehicle for the Breckland 
Partnership (LSP) and is intended to act as the catalyst for a variety of community 
and partnership based projects or initiatives, which directly support Council priorities. 

 
3.1.2 The Breckland Partnership (LSP) launched the Pride in Breckland campaign in July 

2008.  The projects objective is to address the long and short term issues, which 
have a negative impact on community cohesion.  To this end the project has the 
following goals: 

 

• To improve the quality of life for all Breckland residents and to make the district 
an even nicer place to visit 

• To develop the respect and sense of ownership in the local area 

• To expand relationships between different sections of the community 

• To encourage the sense of pride in the district 

3.1.3    In its Business Plan for the financial years 2008/09 to 2010/11, Breckland Council 
made provision for Pride in Breckland.  The project was initially funded as part of the 

Council’s Area Based Grant with an allocation of £200,000 over a 3 year period. The 
project funding supports the appointment of a full time Project Coordinator 
role over the three year period at Grade 8 level; 

Year 1 08/09: £75,000 

Year 2 09/10: £75,000 

Year 3 10/11: £50,000 

 

On 2nd December 2010, The Breckland Partnership agreed to fund the extension of 

the Pride in Breckland Project for a further 12 months. Any remaining budget left 

over from Year 3 would be rolled over to support Year 4: 

 

Year 4 11/12: £50,000 

 

Remaining budget 

2011/12 - £TBC 
 

 



 
3.2.1 Completed Projects 
 

Many projects and initiatives have been successfully delivered since the launch of 
Pride in Breckland in July 2008. The following projects are an example of what has 
been recently achieved. A list of all completed projects and initiatives can be found in 
Appendix A. 

The Pride in Breckland Awards 2011 

On 19th March 2011, The Pride in Breckland project hosted its second Pride in 
Breckland Awards. They were held in the Officers Mess at RAF Marham in front of 
200 guests including residents, partner agencies, dignitaries and the award nominees 
themselves. The guest speaker for the night was Iraq war veteran John Peters MBE, 
who told the story of how he was captured and held hostage during the conflict. 

Eleven awards were handed out during the night and entertainment was supplied by 
local musicians; The full awards list was as follows; 

Greener Breckland Award 

Winner – Old Buckenham Village Environment Group 
Runners Up – Keith Harvey (Thetford) and Eco Bugs (Watton)  

Architectural Excellence Award 

Winner – Saxon Bank Development (Thetford) 
Runners Up – CoCoes Café (Swaffham and John Room House (Thetford) 

Safer Breckland Award 

Winner – Erica Reynolds (Marham) 
Runners Up – PCSO Paul Frostwick and Alan Osborn (Watton) 

Community Group of the Year 

Winner – The Surge (Watton) 
Runners Up – The Meeting Point (Dereham) and Community Spirit (Thetford) 

Volunteer of the Year 

Winner – Roy Spalding (Dereham) 
Runners Up – Helen Tite and Fiona Drew (Thetford) 

Good Friend/Neighbour Award 

Winner – Hazel Holden (Harling) 
Runners Up – Ruth North (Dereham), Margaret Neeve (Dereham) and Jenny Colman 
(Tittleshall) 

Sporting Excellence Award 

Winner – Danny Nobbs (Attleborough) 
Runners Up – Pippa Horn (West Harling), Colin Oates (South Lopham) and Joe 
Ground (Lt Ellingham) 

Carer of the Year 

Winner – Nick Loades (Colkirk) 
Runners Up – Billy McKee (Scarning) and Ted Beckham (Weasenham All Saints) 



Child of Courage Award 

Winners – Harry Pitchford & Isaac Hurry-Palmer (Thetford) 
Runners Up – Ellie Loades (Colkirk), Dylan Blackwell (Watton) and Isobel Hammond 
(Dereham) 

The Pride of Breckland Award (overall winner) 

Nick Loades 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mick Gault OBE 

Wymondham College 6th Form - Community Involvement Away Days 
 
Pride in Breckland arranged for a class of 16 sixth formers to visit a selection of the 
best community projects around the district. The ides behind the class room away day 
was to inspire young people to get involved with community projects. Some of the 
projects visited included The Surge in Watton and the Green Ventures project in 
Thetford. 
 
The group then held a class room exercise, brainstorming ideas for their own 
community projects.  
 
Spring Detectives 
 
Pride in Breckland has launched a series of booklets that are designed to help 
families discover the wonderful nature around them. There are five in total and each 
one features a short walk around one of Breckland’s five market towns. The first in the 
series is Attleborough, which was launched on Saturday 30th April. 
 
At each launch event, a team of Pride in Breckland volunteers are on hand to inform 
residents of the wildlife they can expect to see on the walk. A guided walk also takes 
place at each event, ran by the Wensum Valley Trust. 
 

3.2.2 Future projects  
 

With the profile of Pride in Breckland continuing to rise, a variety of community based 
projects and initiatives will continue to be delivered to help achieve the goals of Pride. 
The following two projects are an example of what is currently planned. An entire list 
of future projects can be found in Appendix B. 

 
Computer Club for beginners 
 
Through the Community Ranger scheme in partnership with Norfolk Fire and Rescue, 
volunteer Tom Lewis has carried out more than 300 home fire safety checks in the 
homes of vulnerable people in Breckland. For each home fire safety check that he 
completed, Tom received a £10 community gift voucher that he can donate to any 
local project. With more than £3000 collected, Tom asked Pride in Breckland to help 
him set up computer classes for beginners aimed at elderly people who want to get 
on-line.  
 
The courses are set to begin at Beeston Primary school in May. 
 
Friends of Watton/Carbrooke Memorials 
 
Following the success of the Heroes Welcome Campaign in Watton, Pride in 
Breckland has been asked for help in protecting the two war memorials positioned at 
the entrance of the Blenheim Grange estate in Carbrooke. A, Friends of the 
Watton/Carbrooke War Memorials group will now be set up encouraging local people 



to take ownership of the sites. This will be done through various mini initiatives. 
 
Community Clean Ups 
 
At least four community clean ups will take place over the next quarter. These clean 
up events are expected to attract an estimated 30 volunteers.  
 

 


